
Lineage | Vintage 2012 | Wine Maker’s Vintage Notes 

LINEAGE | Livermore Valley aspires to be one of the truly great Cabernet Sauvignon-based wines in the 
world. This singular wine is the marriage of the Grand Cru quality of the Livermore Valley’s finest 
v i n e y a r d s  a n d  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  s i x t h -generation winemaker, Steven Mirassou.  A blend of 
the classic Bordeaux varieties, LINEAGE is a wine of great beauty and elegance.    

Each vintage of Lineage | Livermore Valley begins with the evaluation of individual lots of wine after 
malo-lactic conversion is finished in late winter the year after harvesting. This process will take many 
months as each barrel in each lot is tasted blind several times before it is deemed of great-enough quality 
to be considered as part of the Lineage | Livermore Valley blend. Scores of mock blends later, the final 
assemblage is made, rebarreled for about six months so that the wine’s components have an opportunity 
to marry into an elegant whole, then bottled. In 2012, Lineage | Livermore Valley comprises only 300 
cases and more than 90% of our Bordeaux-varietal production was declassified.

2012 was the first of a string of three vintages marked by nearly perfect weather throughout the 
growing season, and the temperate year produced perfectly ripe and balanced fruit.  Cabernet 
Sauvignon plays a significantly larger role by percentage than it did in the previous three releases and 
shows in Lineage | Livermore Valley’s opulent and generous structure. Again, Cabernet Franc 
beautifully serves its role as the contributor of verve, style, and vitality. Merlot adds great mid-palate 
roundness while Petit Verdot adds tannin and exotic fruit. The overall feel of Lineage | Livermore 
Valley is one of beauty and elegance even as the tannic structure that will ensure long-term aging is 
obviously present. Drink from 2018 - 2030.  

Harvest Dates: October 12 – November 8, 2012 

Cépage: 72% Cabernet Sauvignon (Clones 30 & 7); 14% Cabernet Franc; 10% Merlot;  4% Petit 

Verdot — Harvested from the Ghielmetti Estate and Home Ranch Vineyards in the Livermore Valley. 

Alcohol 13.9% 

Fermentation: After destemming and crushing, each varietal was fermented separately in 1.7 ton open-
topped fermenters. Fermentation and extended maceration lasted from two to four weeks. Malo-
lactic conversion was induced in barrel.  

Aging: Ten of 13 barrels included in this blend were new French oak (Taransaud, Le Grand, and 
François Frerès.)  Total aging time was 24 months. 

Time in Barrel: 24 months ׀ Bottling Date: September 24, 2014 ׀ Release Date: October 2, 2015  

Bottles Produced   Vintage 2012: 3,744 bottles, 60 magnums, 5 double-magnums, and 5 five-liters 
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